TRANSFORMATION OF CHARACTER
Growing in the Christian Life and Leadership

CHARACTER AND LEADERSHIP TOPICS

1.

Forming Godly Character (the Head, Heart, Hands of a Leader)

2.

Abraham: The Meaning of Faith

3.

Moses: Humility and Dependence on God

4.

Joshua: Hearing & Courageously Obeying God

5.

Deborah: Women in Leadership

6.

David: Maintaining Clean Hands and Pure Heart

7.

Daniel: Integrity & Intercession

8.

Jesus: Mentoring & Servant Leadership

9.

Peter: Forgiveness and Christian Unity

10. Paul: A Life of Missions
SAMPLE WORKSHOPS (Customized Electives)
•

Review of TS1

•

Jeremiah: Understanding God’s Idea of Success

•

Principles of Hearing God’s Voice and Intercessory Prayer

•

Biblical Stewardship of God’s Resources

•

Biblical Foundations for Marriage & Sex

•

Principles of Giving & Generosity

•

Preparing Textual Messages

•

Characteristics of a Godly Leader

OUTREACH
•

Skill focus: Bible Character Storying / Bible Action Overview

•

Skill practice with small group

•

Weekend community outreach
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FORMING GODLY CHARACTER
The Head, Heart, and Hands of a Leader
Lesson Summary
The transformation of character is a result of discovering and applying the truth to every area of our lives. God
can wisely bless and use those with transformed character to partner with Him to do His work on earth.
Key Bible Stories
1. Contrast of the Righteous and Wicked (Psalm 1)
2. Joseph and Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 39:1-23)
3. Joseph’s leadership and kindness (Genesis 41:46-42:3; 45:1-15; 50:15-21)
Lesson Points
1. Good character is essential for fruitfulness and success in life, ministry, and leadership.
a. Transformation of character requires both renewing our minds and applying the truth. This takes time
and effort, but it results in fruitfulness and success in God’s eyes. Psalm 1; Rom 12:1-2; John 8:31-34
•

REVIEW: Ideas ! Actions ! Character ! Contributions / Destiny

•

Right Thinking + Right Actions = Godly Character & Blessing. James 1:22-25.

b. Forming character involves: HEAD (thinking), HEART (choices) and
HANDS (leadership / contributions)
•
HEAD - What were this person’s beliefs about God and about
him/herself?
•
HEART - What decisions did this person make when confronted
with pressure/circumstances?
•
HANDS - How did God bless and use this person to partner with
Him to do His work on earth?
2. Joseph was an example of a righteous servant and leader.
a. Joseph proved his righteous character even under great pressure to sin.
Genesis 39:1-23.
b. Joseph’s righteous leadership and kindness made it possible for God to
wisely bless him and use him for the purpose of salvation in history. Gen. 41:46-42:3; 45:1-15.
c. Joseph’s story shows that transformed, godly leaders do not look at their circumstances and culture to
determine what is right, but instead they look to God. Genesis 50:15-21.
3. God expects us to live a holy life, becoming more and more like Jesus.
a. God commands His people to be holy in all their conduct, for it is written “Be holy, for I am holy” (Lev
11:44; 1 Pet 1:14-16). We are to behave as God does, with full obedience to our knowledge of the truth.
b. God supplies all that we need for life and increasing in godly character. 2 Peter 1:3-11. 2 Cor 3:18
c. Sin should not be a continuous problem in the life of a mature, Christian leader. 1 John 3:3-10
Application Questions
1. Head: How much time and effort am I using to grow in my understanding of God’s ways? Am I studying
both the Old Testament and the New Testament? Consider any changes that need to be made.
2. Heart: Am I living according to the truth that I already know? Is there anything that I need to repent
about (change direction)?
3. Hands: What have been the results of my character and leadership so far? Has God been able to use
me to partner with Him to do His work on earth, or have I been working against Him?
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ABRAHAM
The Meaning of Faith
Life Lesson
Faith in God, as Abraham learned throughout his life, is what God seeks to develop in all His leaders. Without faith
(complete trust and love resulting in obedience), we cannot please God nor be a successful leader.
Key Bible Stories
1.
The calling and faith of Abram (Genesis 12:1-9)
2.
Abram’s compromising faith with Hagar (Genesis 16:1-16; Genesis 21:9-?)
3.
The birth of Isaac (Genesis 17:1-10, 15-24; Genesis 21:1-8)
4.
Abraham sacrifices Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19)
Lesson Points
1.
Faith and obedience are the foundation for leadership that pleases God.
a.
Genesis 12:1-9. When Abram is 75 years old, God calls him and makes a covenant with him.
Abram displays faith by responding in obedience.
b.
Genesis 15:1-6. God promises Abram a son and many descendants, even though his wife Sarai
is barren. Abram believes, and God considers him righteous.
c.
Genesis 17:1-11, 17-21. God confirms His covenant with Abram and gives him the sign of circumcision. God gives Abram and Sarai new names to reflect their identity. He again promises a
son to Abraham, through his wife Sarah.
d.
Genesis 21:1-8. Sarah bears a son to Abraham when he is 100 years old (she is 90 years old).
God gives them their promised son after 25 years of waiting.
2.

The fear of man and unbelief (opposites of faith) are two obstacles that can stop leaders from
[success in life and ministry] [accomplishing God’s will].
a.
Genesis 12:10-20. Abram lies to Pharaoh about his wife Sarai in order to protect himself. He fails
to trust God for protection. God is gracious and rescues Sarai.
b.
Genesis 16:1-4. In unbelief, Abram and Sarai decide to have a child through Sarai’s servant Hagar. But this is not God’s plan for His promise, and Abram’s poor decision causes grief and ongoing conflict.
c.
Genesis 20:1-18. Abraham lies to Abimelech about his wife Sarah. Once again, God graciously
intervenes and keeps Abimelech away from Sarah in order to fulfill his promise to Abraham.
d.
Despite Abraham’s failures God isn’t finished with him yet. God continues to work with Abraham
to build him into the man of faith God desires him to be.

3.

True faith is proven through how we respond to God (trust and obedience) in difficult situations.
a.

Genesis 22:1-19. God tests Abraham to see if his love for his promised son, Isaac, is greater
than his love for God. This is Abraham’s greatest test of faith.
i.
Abraham obeys immediately (Genesis 22:3). He tells his servants that “we will worship
and return to you” (Genesis 22:5). He tells Isaac that “God will provide the Lamb” (Genesis 22:8). The author of Hebrews writes that Abraham believed that God could even
raise up his son, if necessary, from the dead (Hebrews 11:17-19).
ii.
Abraham became the “father of faith” (Romans 4:11, 16). He was the example of faith
for all believers. This faith is necessary for the friendship with God that He desires for all
people (Romans 4:11, 16-25; James 2:21-24).

©BELT TS2 Storying 1.0

Page 1 of 2

HEAD
Core Beliefs

HEART
Character Qualities

HANDS
[Leadership Lessons] [Contributions]

• The gods of Ur, Abram’s
family, and the Canaanites
were false (Gen. 11-12).
• God fulfills his promises
(Gen. 12, 17).
• God interacts with us. He
speaks and hears our
prayers (Gen. 12, 18).
• God is worthy of our life and
obedience (Gen. 12, 22).
• God’s almighty nature and
loving character can be
trusted (Gen. 12, 18, 22).

• Faith in God & obedience –
Abram followed God to an
unknown country (Gen. 12),
believed God even though
Sarah was past childbearing
age (Gen. 17), offered his
promised son Isaac on Mt.
Moriah (Gen. 22).
• Patience – Abram waited 25
years for God to bring about
his promises (Gen. 12, 21).
• Fear of people – Abram
displayed a lack of trust in
God in Egypt, with Hagar,
and with Abimelech (Gen. 12,
16, 20).
• Friendship with God –
(James 2:23).

• Modeled faith for his family and his
descendants, as well as for us (Gen. 22)
• Followed and loved God first – left
relatives to obey call of God (Gen. 12);
sacrificed Isaac (Gen. 22)
• Obeyed God even when he didn’t
understand why (Gen. 22)
• Unbelief and fear of man led to failure
(Gen. 12, 20).
• Doing things the culturally defined way
instead of God’s way brought problems
(Gen. 16).
• Abraham’s long waiting period taught him
understanding about God, perseverance,
and faith (Gen. 12, 21).
• Abraham got to partner with God to fulfill
his plan to bless the world (Gen. 12, 18;
Gal. 3:6-9).

Application Questions
1.
Discuss anything God has promised you that has not been fulfilled in your life yet? How have you responded to the wait?
2.
Examine your own life. How do you respond to God in the midst of difficult situations? Ask God if you
are trusting and obeying Him in all areas of your life. Are there areas of unbelief you need to repent of?
3.
Ask God to point out if there is anything in your life that has become more important than Him (it can be a
good thing) – ministry, family, sports, money? If so, repent and ask God to take the highest place in your
life that He wants and deserves.
Diagram / Illustration:
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Abraham became the “father of faith”
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MOSES
Humility and Dependence on God
Life Lesson
Moses was the most humble man that ever lived, and God raised him up to be one of greatest of leaders. A character of humility (seeing ourselves as God sees us), and dependence on God are essential qualities that God looks
for in any godly and effective leader.
Key Bible Stories
1.

Moses Flees from Egypt into the Wilderness (2:1-21)

2.

The Burning Bush Encounter (Exodus 3:1 - 4:17)

3.

The Golden Calf (Exodus 32-33)

4.

Korah’s Rebellion (Numbers 16:1-33)

5.

Moses Strikes the Rock (Numbers 20:1-13)

Lesson Points
1.

God humbled Moses from his proud beginnings and taught
him how to live and lead in humility.
a.

2.

Exodus 2. Moses learns humility.
(a)

Moses is born as a Hebrew slave but becomes
the son of Egyptian royalty (Ex. 2:1-10).

(b)

When Moses is 40 years old, he kills an Egyptian
who is mistreating one of his people, thinking that he is Israel’s defender and not God
(superior pride) (Ex. 2:11-15).

(c)

Moses is forced to flee to Midian, where he is humbled from his high status and becomes
a shepherd in a foreign land. Moses remains in Midian for 40 years (Ex. 2:16-25).

b.

Exodus 3-4. After 40 years in Midian, Moses encounters God in a burning bush. Even though
God calls Moses and gives him signs, Moses lacks confidence and asks God to send someone
else. Moses refuses to believe that God can use him (inferior pride).

c.

Throughout the first 80 years of his life, God was preparing Moses for leadership by teaching him
humility and dependence on God.

Moses’ humility pleased God and made him a successful leader.
a.

Exodus 19:1-20. Moses humbly leads the people in a commitment to obedience and dependence
upon God. He points the people to God as their leader rather than himself.

b.

Exodus 32:1-14, 30-35. The Israelites rebel against God by worshipping a golden calf. God’s
wrath burns against the people, and He wants to destroy them and make a nation out of Moses.
But Moses, knowing God’s compassion, humbly intercedes on behalf of the Israelites. He cares
about God’s reputation and the people’s welfare more than this own glory or fame.

c.

Exodus 33. Moses will not go anywhere unless God’s presence goes with them. He humbly realizes that he cannot lead the people without God. Moses knows that intimate friendship with God
is necessary for successful leadership.

d.

As Moses grew in leadership, he also grew in humility. For all godly leaders, the greater the position of leadership, the greater amount of humility that is required.
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3.

When Moses faced difficult leadership situations, he went to God rather than trusting in his own
abilities, except for one act of disobedience.
a.

Exodus 16-17:7. When the people complained about having no food and water, Moses trusted in
God to meet the physical needs of the people. God miraculously gave the people manna from
heaven, quail, and water from a rock.

b.

Numbers 16. When Moses’ leadership is called into question by Korah and others, Moses humbly
lets the Lord be his defender. Humble leaders let God defend them rather than trying to defend
themselves.

c.

Numbers 20:1-13. The Israelites complain, and Moses goes to the Lord. God gives Moses specific instructions, but he does not obey. He provides for the people in his own way (superior pride),
and dishonors God in front of the people.

d.

As a leader, Moses was held to a high standard by God. There are serious consequences when
leaders take matters into their own hands instead of trusting and obeying God.

Head Heart Hands Summary
•

Head (core beliefs and influences): Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s household and learned the proud ways
of the Egyptian rulers (Ex. 2:10). God used the 40 years in Midian to teach Moses humility (Ex. 2:15-23;
Acts 7:30). In this lowly place, God began to reveal Himself and His ways to Moses (Ex. 3-4).

•

Heart (character): Moses obeyed God and saw God do great wonders through him; this built his
confidence and faith (Ex. 7-14). Moses developed humility and intimacy with God, and he was called a
friend of God (Ex. 33:11). His compassion and patience when dealing with the complaining and rebellious
Israelites exemplified God’s character and heart for His people (Ex. 32; Num. 16).

•

Hands (contributions and leadership): God used Moses to be His spokesman to Pharaoh and lead the
Israelites out of slavery in Egypt (Ex. 7-14). In the wilderness, Moses judged the people and taught them
God’s laws and ways so that they would become a righteous and prosperous nation (Ex. 19-24).

Application Questions
1.
What challenges you about the life and leadership of Moses? Do you have a heart for God’s people you
are leading like he had?
2.
Do you tend to think of yourself and your leadership with inferior pride (thinking too little of yourself and
that God can’t use you) or with superior pride (thinking too much of yourself)? Ask God to reveal to you
how He sees you. (Humility is seeing ourselves the way God sees us.)
3.
How do you respond when others criticize you or your leadership? Do you get angry or do you feel sorry
for yourself? What is the humble and godly response to complaining and criticism?
Illustration Ideas
• Moses cared for God’s reputation and the welfare of His people over his own reputation by practicing intercession. Let’s intercede for our congregations, co-workers, families, and other people whose lives we influence, that God would be honored and the people would be blessed.
• Poster displaying inferior/superior pride and true humility (not sure how this would look)
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MOSES

God gave Moses the
law for Israel
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JOSHUA
Hearing and Courageously Obeying God
Life Lesson
Joshua demonstrates how we must hear God, trust him and courageously obey Him in order to achieve godly
victories in leadership.
Key Bible Stories
1.

God commissions Joshua for leadership (Joshua 1:1-9)

2.

Crossing the Jordan River (Joshua 3:1-17)

3.

The conquest of Jericho (Joshua 5:13 - 6:27)

4.

The battles of Ai (Joshua 7:1-15; 8:1-29)

Lessons from the life of Joshua
1.

2.

3.

Early in his life Joshua learns to trust and obey God
regardless of the circumstances.
a.

Exodus 24:13-14; 33:7-11 As Joshua saw God
miraculously delivering Israel from Egypt, and as
an assistant to Moses Joshua learned to seek God
and know Him as Moses did.

b.

Numbers 13-14. God disciplines his rebellious
people, but he honors Joshua and Caleb, who trust
God and His promise for victory.

c.

Numbers 27:18; Deuteronomy 34:9. God called
Joshua to take Moses’ place in leading Israel and
empowered him by His Spirit for the task ahead.

As a new leader Joshua listened to God and obeyed Him and God brought about a great victory
for Israel.
a.

Joshua 1. God tells Joshua not to fear. He exhorts Joshua to “be strong and courageous” and
to obey the Word of God and promises victory and His presence.

b.

Joshua 3:1-17. Joshua listens carefully to God’s instructions about crossing the Jordan River.
He leads the people in detailed obedience to God’s commands. His obedience allows God to
exalt him in the sight of all the people.

c.

Joshua 5:13 - 6:27. Joshua trusts God’s promise for victory at Jericho even though God’s plan
is unusual. Once again Joshua leads the people of Israel in complete obedience.

Damaging consequences resulted when Joshua didn’t seek God about his plans.
a.

b.

c.

Joshua 7:1-15; 8:1-29. Joshua follows the advice of people without also going to God. This
leads to a humiliating defeat at Ai. But when Joshua follows God’s strategy, the Israelites
receive victory. A leader’s decisions and actions (good or bad) affect others.
Joshua 9. Joshua and the leaders of Israel didn’t I consult the Lord and are tricked by the
Gibeonites into making a treaty with them. As a result the people’s confidence in their leaders
decreased.
God cares about us and wants to give input into our decisions and plans. We must be willing
to listen to Him even for the details (Joshua 6).
!
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4.

God used Joshua to courageously lead Israel and conquer the Promised Land.

a.

Joshua 10-19. Following the battle of Jericho, Israel conquers most of the rest of the land
of Canaan. The land is divided among the 12 tribes of Israel.

b.

Joshua 24:1-28. Through Joshua, God reminds the people of His faithfulness and encourages
them that regardless of what those around them do, they should choose to obey and follow
God. The people of Israel continue to follow God during the lifetime of Joshua. (Judges 2:6-10)

Head ! Heart ! Hands Summary
• Head (influences/beliefs): Joshua personally experienced God miraculously delivering Israel from

•

•

Egypt, and, as an assistant to Moses, Joshua learned to seek God and know Him as Moses did.
(Exodus 24:13-14; 33:7-11)
Heart (character): Although he made some mistakes, Joshua followed God and put his trust in Him
and His promises. He listened carefully to God’s instructions and courageously obeyed Him in
spite of his overwhelming circumstances. (Numbers 13-14; Joshua 3-6)
Hands (contributions and leadership): God chose Joshua to be the leader of Israel following
Moses death (Numbers 27:18; Deuteronomy 34:9; Joshua 1). Through his godly leadership, Joshua
encouraged Israel to follow God (Joshua 3:9; 8:30-35; 24:1-28), to conquer the kings of Canaan
and to settle the tribes of Israel into their Promised Land. (Joshua 10-19)

Application Questions
1. What do you see in Joshua’s life and leadership that inspires you to follow his example?
2. Discuss how you make decisions in your family or ministry. Do you make decisions without
seeking God for His input and guidance? How can you improve?
3. What promises or vision has God given you about your life, your ministry or your church? Are there
any fears or obstacles keeping you from seeing these promises fulfilled? Seek God for His strategy
in overcoming them and pray for the courage to obey.
Poster ideas:
• Visual of Israel crossing Jordan or Jericho – somehow depicting Joshua hearing from God and
courageously obeying.
• Two sides (similar to two spiritual kingdoms poster idea). One side focuses on the wilderness —
representing disobedience, fear, and unwillingness to listen to God. Other side focuses on the
promised land, flowing with milk and honey — representing God’s fulfilled promises as we listen, trust,
and obey.
• Principles of intercession poster – can it be incorporated into overall poster – or is this too much?
Big Application ideas:
• Activity of the participants symbolically crossing the Jordan (to go with poster?). Take time to hear from God for
their personal lives, ministry or church (see Application Q3 above). Write down any fears or obstacles from seeing
these promises fulfilled on one piece of paper. Write down what God said to them on another piece of paper
(including vision and God’s specific strategy for obeying). Participants paper with fears on the one side of the river
(or in the river, itself)! When the participants cross over to the other side they carry the paper with the promises of
God with them.

!
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JOSHUA
Wanderings

Joshua’s courageous obedience to
God’s instruction helped Israel to
win victory in the Promised Land.
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DEBORAH
Women in Leadership
Life Lesson
God places both men and women in leadership positions to accomplish His purposes and work. He is not
limited to cultural gender barriers but will use anyone who has godly character.
Key Bible Stories
1.

Deborah judges Israel. Judges 4:1-24

Historical setting
After Joshua and his generation died, the people of Israel
began to forget God and His laws. This began a period
where there were seven repeated cycles of Israel’s sin,
oppression by their enemies, Israel’s repentance, God’s
deliverance and resulting peace. By the end of this 400 year
period of the Judges, the character of the people of Israel
was deteriorating resulting in much sin and violence.
Lessons from the Life of Deborah
1.

Deborah was one of seven deliverers, including
Gideon and Sampson, who God raised up and
anointed with his Spirit to defeat their enemies.
a.

Judges 3:7-11. During the first cycle of sin
of Israel, God raised up Othniel, Caleb’s
younger brother, poured out His Spirit on
him and who delivered Israel from their
enemies. He judged Israel for 40 years.

b.

Judges 4:1-7. The Israelites sinned against God a fourth time (Jud 4:1) and God gave them
into the hands of Jabin, a Canaanite King, and he severely oppressed them for 20 years.
His had an army well equipped with strong military weapons, e.g. chariots (Jud 4:2-3). The
Israelites had no weapons and were afraid to travel. (Jud 5:6-8) The Israelites cried out to
the Lord in repentance. (Jud 4:3) God heard the cries of Israel and raised up a deliverer
named Deborah. (Jud 4:4-7). After a great victory the land had peace for over 40 years (Jud
5:31).
God used Deborah in a similar way to other deliverers in the book of Judges.

c.
2.

Deborah had a position of leadership as prophet and judge over both men and women in
Israel.
a. Judges 4:4-5. Deborah was a prophetess (a spokesman for God) and the people of Israel
came to her for judgment. (Her name means ‘’orderly, systematic, administrative.’’)
b. Moses (Exodus 18:13-16; 21-27) and Samuel (1 Samuel 3:19-21; 7:3-6, 15-17) were
anointed by God to hold this same leadership role of judge and prophet to the people of
Israel.
c. Judges 4:6-16. Deborah had authority given by God to speak on His behalf to Barak and
his men. They obeyed these orders and were successful! (Jud 4:6-7, 14-16)
d. Judges 4:8-9,17-22. The ultimate victory of killing Sisera, the commander of the army of
Jabin, was given to Jael, a woman.
!
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3.

Other examples of godly women in leadership roles
a. Old Testament: Huldah (2 Kings 22:14-20); The Excellent Woman (Proverbs 31:10-31)
b. Priscilla. Both Priscilla and Aquila worked as ministry partners with Paul (Romans 16:3)
and were leaders of a house church (1 Corinthians 16:19). Both of them corrected a
powerful preacher named Apollos, explaining to him the way of God more accurately (Acts
18:24-26). Interestingly, Pricilla is mentioned first in several places in Paul’s writings,
indicating that she was probably the main teacher in their ministry as a couple. Paul
welcomed Priscilla as an equal minister of God alongside him (Paul didn’t stop her from
teaching and ministering.)
c. 1 Corinthians 1:11. Chloe, was most likely the leader of a house church. Most of the
churches at this time met in people’s homes.
d. Romans 16:1-2. Phoebe, was a deaconess, praised and recommended by Paul to the
Roman church. (The Greek word for deaconess is the same Greek word Paul uses in 1
Timothy 3:8 describing the list of qualities for church leaders.)

Head ! Heart ! Hands Summary
•

Head (influences and beliefs): From the song in Judges 5 we see that Deborah knew God and His
ways (Judges 5:3-5, 11, 31) at a time when Israel was unfaithful to God (Judges 4:1).

•

Heart (character): Deborah spoke the Word of God to Barak, had faith in God and courage to obey
in a difficult situation even when Barak, a man, was afraid.

•

Hands (contributions and leadership): God used Deborah to judge Israel and lead them (along with
Barak) to victory in battle over their enemies.

Application Questions
1. How does your culture, community or church view women in leadership?
2. What have you learned about how God views women in leadership from the story of Deborah?
3. How can you encourage godly women to use their God-given gifts and talents and make room for
them in positions of leadership in your community or church?

Big Application ideas:
•
Have the men pray over the women in the seminar - to ask their forgiveness if any distorted view of
women in leadership and to release them into their God-given roles and giftings, including roles of
leadership.

!
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Equally !
valuable

Deborah and
Jael brought
victory to Israel.

She is an example for future godly !
women in leadership.
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DAVID
Maintaining Clean Hands and a Pure Heart
Life Lesson
Loving and pursuing God and His ways with a whole and pure heart is vital for becoming the leader that God can
bless and use.

Key Bible Stories
1.

The anointing of David as king. (1 Samuel 16:1-13)

2.

David battles with Goliath. (1 Samuel 17:1-52)

3.

David spares Saul’s life. (1 Samuel 24:1-22)

4.

David’s adultery with Bathsheba. (2 Samuel 11:1-12:15)

Lesson Points
1.

David passionately loved and pursued God and His laws
with all of his heart.
a.

1 Samuel 16:1-13. God chose David to be the next
king of Israel because of his heart for God not
because of his outward appearance or natural giftings.
(1 Samuel 13:14; Psalm 24:3-5; 42:1-2; 119:129-136).

b.

1 Samuel 17:1-52. David’s desire to defend God’s
name (reputation) and his past experiences with God
gave him the motivation and courage to go into battle
against the ungodly giant, Goliath.

2. When others unjustly tried to harm him, David responded with mercy, looking to God to defend him.

3.

a.

1 Samuel 24:1-22. Although Saul was searching for David so he could kill him, David trusted in
God and responded in mercy (being kind to the undeserving) and forgiveness. (2 Samuel
22:1-7,17-24)

b.

Forgiving others when they do wrong or harmful things to us is difficult but results in freedom and
blessing. However, holding onto resentment and anger towards others will result in bitterness,
hatred and even revenge – and will steal our joy, our relationships and eventually our very life.
(Matthew 5:38-44; Colossians 3:12-14; Hebrews 12:14-15)

David’s adultery with Bathsheba was a tragic betrayal of his friends and God Himself.
a.

2 Samuel 11:1-3. David’s temptation came just after he scored some major victories in battle (2
Sam 10) and was relaxing at home. (Temptation often follows significant times of ministry when
we are not alert.)

b.

2 Samuel 11:3-27. David abuses his power as king and selfishly betrays close friends by secretly
committing adultery with Bathsheba and trying to cover it up by having Uriah murdered. (Uriah and
Bathsheba’s father were two of David’s most loyal soldiers and Bathsheba was the granddaughter
of his closest adviser. 2 Sam 23:34, 39.) The guilt of David’s unconfessed sin is heavy upon him
(Psalm 32:1-5). However, David’s secret sin was not hidden before God (2 Sam 11:26-27).
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c.

2 Samuel 12:1-15. David humbles himself when he is confronted and repents of his sin. God
shows mercy and forgives his sin because of his humility and repentance (Psalm 51:1-4, 10).
However, David still reaped the disastrous consequences of his sin – the son of Bathsheba dies (1
Sam 12:14), three of his oldest sons were killed (1 Sam 13:28-29, 18:14; 1 Kings 2:25) and
Absalom rebelled against him (2 Sam 15). And most grievous, David’s sin was a betrayal of God
Himself (Psalm 51:4) who had hand-picked him to lead His people to follow God. His sin gave an
opportunity for God’s enemies to mock God’s name and continue in their wickedness (2 Sam
12:14; Romans 2:22-24).

Head ! Heart ! Hands
[Head] David’s understanding of God and his heart for God is evident from his life and his Psalms, and directed
everything he did. [Heart] Besides David’s sin with Bathsheba, he had a zealous love for God and lived a pure and
righteous life (2 Samuel 22:21-24). He trusted in God and was a righteous and just king. (2 Samuel 8:15) [Hands]
God raised up David to be one of Israel’s greatest kings defeating many of Israel’s enemies (2 Samuel 8, 10). God
made a promise to David that his descendants would always be in the throne of Israel and that Jesus the Messiah
(called the “son of David”) would eventually come from his line. (2 Samuel 7:8-16; Matthew 1:1-17; 21:9)
Application Questions
1. Evaluate your own heart (which only you and God can do) and compare it to the heart of David. Do you
have a heart and the character necessary for God to bless you and use you for His purposes?
2.

In our lives, other people will say and do things that are hurtful and even harmful to us. Give an example
from your life. How did you respond? Prayerfully release any resentment or anger towards others to God.

3.

Is the issue of adultery or sexual sin a problem in your community? Is it also a problem in the church?
Discuss the destructive consequences of sexual sin. Give any examples you have seen in your
community.

4.

Discuss some practical ways to avoid temptation and sexual sin, especially as church leaders. [Examples:
take regular time to stay connected to God, take sexual thoughts captive immediately, be accountable to
others, be alert after times of significant ministry, never counsel the opposite gender in private.]

Big Application ideas (lesson guide)
•

Forgiveness application: (Discussion Q 2) Wait on the Lord for anyone that comes to mind that have
done things to us or treated us unjustly and we still have resentment and anger against. E.g. Father,
mother, wife or husband, other relatives, other people, leaders of our church or organization, people from
other denominations, etc.. Write names down on paper (maybe also drawing feelings). In twos or threes
share what came to mind and speak out forgiveness toward them. Crumple up paper with names and
drawing and throw it into river or over cliff.

•

Purity application: Put in small groups of the same gender. Evaluate their own hearts, thoughts and
actions. (Remember, Jesus said that adultery begins in the heart and thoughts. Matthew 5:27-30.) Have a
time to confess to one another any sexual sin or struggles and pray for one another. Have an
accountability session with the same group at some point in the next couple of days.

•

Combo application: Cut out paper in the shape of a heart. Have participants write or draw what God has
been saying to them during the lesson. For some it could be a forgiveness issue (write names that come
to mind), for some a purity issue. Share with groups and pray for people. On the back of the paper write a
prayer to God

•

Write a Psalm: Write a Psalm of confession, repentance and recommitment to God – to loving him with a
pure heart. Keep in Bible.

©BELT TS2 Storying 1.0

Page 2 of 2

Philistines oppressing Israel

DAVID
Saul!
is king

God promised to
bring the Messiah
through David’s
lineage.
There was violence in David’s household
because of his sinful choices.
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DANIEL
Integrity and Intercession
Life Lesson
God will bless us when we are faithful and honest in our work and ministry. Trusting God and rejecting compromise,
even under pressure, gives God the opportunity to use us to influence our community and nation.
Key Bible Stories
1.

Daniel’s faithfulness to God and promotion in Babylon. (Daniel 1:1-21)

2.

The king’s forgotten dream. (Daniel 2:1-49)

3.

Daniel’s friends and the fiery furnace. (Daniel 3:1-30)

4.

Daniel in the Lion’s den (Daniel 6:1-28)

5.

Daniel Intercedes for His Nation (Daniel 9:1-23)

Lesson Points
1.

2.

3.

God used Daniel’s God-given gifts and godly character to
promote him to a position of influence in Babylon.
a.

Daniel 1:1-21 Daniel and his friends did not eat the king’s
defiled food. God gave them wisdom and Daniel the gift of
interpreting dreams which gave him opportunities to influence
kings (Dan 1:17). In Old Testament times, dreams were seen
as significant in foretelling future events.

b.

Daniel 2:1-49 After Daniel tells the king his forgotten dream
and interprets it for him, God is exalted by the king and Daniel is promoted to the chief of the kings
advisers. Daniel continued in high positions of influence throughout the rest of the 70 years the
Jews were in captivity.

c.

Daniel 4:1-37 God uses Daniel to again interpret the king’s dream and to pronounce God’s
judgment on the king because of his pride. The king eventually recognized God’s supreme
rulership.

Daniel and his friends were faithful to God despite great pressure to compromise.
a.

Daniel 3:1-30 Daniel’s friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, trusted in God, and even at the
risk of their own lives, refused to compromise and bow down to the king’s idol like all the other
leaders of the nations. God rescued them from the fiery furnace and as a result, God was
exalted and the Jews were protected by the king’s decree.

b.

Daniel 5:1-31 Daniel does not let gifts of money or power sway him from boldly proclaiming God’s
rulership and His judgment on the king.

c.

Daniel 6:1-28 Daniel was completely faithful in how he handled his authority, work and finances.
His enemies could not find any corruption in what he did. (Daniel 6:4) He faithfully served God,
trusting in Him and praying to Him even at the risk of his own life (Daniel 6:10-11; 6:16, 20).

Daniel prays for the restoration of the nation of Judah
a.

Daniel prays daily for his nation. Daniel 6:10

b.

Daniel 9:1-23. Although Daniel was a righteous man, he humbly repents of his and his nation’s
sins. He asks God to extend mercy and forgive, and prays for the restoration of Judah.
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Head ! Heart ! Hands
[Head] Daniel recognized God’s supreme rulership and always gave the credit due to God. (Daniel 2:20-21, 26-28)
[Heart] Daniel lived as a righteous leader amidst an ungodly nation. He courageously spoke the truth and gave
warnings of judgment before pagan kings trusting God for his protection. (Daniel 4:27; 5:22-28; 6:21-22) As a result
Daniel was greatly loved and honored by God (Daniel 9:23). [Hands] God used Daniel and his three friends to
proclaim the true God to the Babylonian and Persian kings and their empires and in doing so protected the Jews
during their 70 years of captivity. (Daniel 6:26-28)

Application Questions
1.

What has challenged you about life of Daniel?

2.

Discuss how your community and church leaders work or do ministry. Do they work hard or are they lazy?
Are they faithful and honest in dealing with finances or is there corruption? Do they use their position and
influence to promote God’s purposes or their own purposes? Evaluate yourself, are you faithful to God in
your work or ministry?

3.

What gifts has God given you that He wants to use to influence your community or even your nation?

4.

Do you pray for revival and the restoration of your community and nation? Do you lead your church in
such times of prayer? Are you grieved enough by the sins of your nation to work for change? Hold a time
of fasting and prayer for your community and nation.

Other questions (Ben Poulton):
5. What did Daniel’s enemies do? How did Daniel respond?
6. Why was it important in the story that Daniel’s enemies could find no ground for complaint or any fault
against him?
7. What would have happened to Daniel (and possibly the rest of God’s people) if he hadn’t had integrity?
8. What kinds of challenges to integrity do leaders experience in your culture?

Illustration ideas:
•

Daniel in the Lion’s den – kneeling in prayer + looking up in trust to God. Light of God coming down on
Daniel in den.

•

Daniel’s three friends standing up while everyone else is bowing down to king’s golden idol (faithfulness =
no compromise!). The only issue is that it isn’t Daniel himself, but Daniel and friends were peas in the
same pod and if Daniel had of been there he would have done the same.

•

God used these key individuals to protect the Jews in captivity [Hands]
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DANIEL

Captivity in
Babylon!

Daniel interceded for his nation’s
preservation and release from captivity.

Daniel shared God’s wisdom with pagan kings.
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SAMPLE TOPICS TO PRAY FOR A NATION
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Individuals
a.

Personal salvation for all people. Pray for repentance for specific individuals.

b.

Maturity in knowing God and his Ways and his Word and applying these in all relationships.

Family
a.

Provision and support for widows and orphans.

b.

Strong marriages. Against drunkenness and adultery that destroys the family.

c.

Husbands and fathers to be financially, physically and spiritually responsible to their wives and
children.

d.

Fathers to be have a strong connection with their children.

Church
a.

Unity between denominations and church leaders.

b.

Pastors will know the truth and courage to preach the Word of God.

c.

Revival and purity in the church so they can fulfill their God-given purpose of being the moral light
of the nation.

d.

Church leaders to be responsible and accountable for how they handle church finances.

e.

Greater motivation for evangelism and missions in the church.

f.

Greater involvement of churches in helping the poor and needy and community development.

Education
a.

Parents involved in the education of their children.

b.

Bible curriculum used and programs conducted in schools.

Government
a.

Peaceful and fair elections. For people who fear God, have righteous character, humility and
experience to be elected. May they have courage to do what is right and just.

b.

Any corruption and injustice to be exposed and punished in the government and the army.

c.

Protection of life valued in society. Abortion abolished.

d.

A fair taxation system

Business
a.

Hard work, honesty and justice in the market place.

b.

Creativity in producing tools, products and services for prosperity.

c.

Generosity to help those in need and promoting good.

Regional issues
a.

AIDS: Greater involvement of the churches in ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of
AIDS victims. Promotion of abstinence in the family and schools.

b.

Peace and security: Pray for peace in the violent areas. For militia leaders to be brought to
justice. The emotional and physical healing of victims that have been attacked and raped.

A suggested way of praying is called “a concert of prayer”. Break participants into groups of 3, each person is
assigned a 1, 2 or 3. Have all the 1s, 2s and 3s pray in turn for the issues as they are spoken out by the leader.
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JESUS
Mentoring and Servant Leadership
Life Lesson
Servant leadership, as Jesus practiced, is the best form of leadership. Jesus empowered others, served
the ones he lead, and was always motivated out of a heart of love.
Key Bible Stories
1.

Jesus calls first disciples (Luke 5:1-11)

2.

Jesus sends out the twelve (Matthew 9:35-10:10)

3.

Request of James and John (Mark 10:32-45)

4.

Jesus washes disciples’ feet (John 13:1-17)

Lesson Points
1. Jesus empowered others to be like Him and do the things that He did.
a. Luke 5:1-11. Jesus calls the first disciples. He recognizes their
humility and potential and invites them to follow Him. Jesus
wants to empower these men to be leaders like Him.
b. Luke 6:12-16. After praying all night, Jesus chooses twelve men
to become apostles. His strategy was to invest in a few that He
had prayerfully chosen so that He could multiply His leadership and influence in them.
c. Matthew 9:35-10:10. Jesus preaches, teaches, and heals. He models for the disciples the things
that He wants them to do, empowers them, and sends them out to do the same, and more
(cf. Jn 14:12)
d. The heart of leadership is developing and mentoring others so that they can succeed in obeying
God’s call on their lives. Godly leaders are not afraid of empowering others to go even farther
than them (John 14:12).
2. Jesus served the people He led and pointed them to God.
a. Mark 10:35-45. Jesus tells His disciples that He came to serve others rather than be served. Jesus
showed that the greatest leader is the greatest servant.
b. John 13:1-17. Jesus washes the disciples’ feet (a lowly, dirty job) to model the way that godly
leaders humble themselves in order to serve others.
c. Godly servant leaders are not the ones who exercise the most power. Instead, Jesus-style leaders
serve others and point them to God (reference top-down/bottom-up leadership diagram).
3. Jesus’ motivation for servant leadership was love.
a. John 10:7-18. Jesus calls Himself the good shepherd who is willing to lay down His life for the
sheep. He loves the ones He leads and desires the best for them (10:10).
b. Luke 23:32-46. Jesus gives His life for the world out of love. In love, He extends forgiveness
even to His enemies. The loving self-sacrifice of the cross is Jesus’ ultimate display of servant
leadership.
c. Godly leaders love the people they lead more than they love themselves. They put others before
themselves.
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Head, Heart, Hands
Mark, we left this part for you. We copied and pasted what was there before, but you will need to sift through and
pick out what is most important.
[Head] Filled with the Holy Spirit from conception (Mt. 1:20). Father was a carpenter (Mt 13:55) – practical,

humble beginnings – able to relate to common person; it also says his father, Joseph, was a “righteous
man” (Mt. 1:19). Mother was Mary, who believed the angel’s words, called herself a “bondslave of God.” He
listened to His teachers, asked them questions, & all were amazed by Him (Lk 2). Cousin was John the Baptist, who preached that “the kingdom of God is near.” He called God His Father (Lk 2:49; Jn 5:19). He grew
in wisdom and favor with God and men (Lk 2:52)
[Heart] Humility (Jn 13) – true authority; Dependence on God (Jn 5:19); Full of grace and truth (Jn 1:14); Holiness, wisdom, maturity; Not afraid: to speak truth, of being persecuted, of others doing better than them (Jn
14:12). Intimate relationship with God; Honest (e.g., Gethsemane); Relied on God to resist temptation; Obedient to the end (“not my will, but yours, O Lord”)
[Hands] Jesus prayed all night in choosing His disciples. He loved people even when they failed Him, and He
always corrected others with love. Forgave & healed even enemies. He gave His life for the world out of love
to save it (Mk 10:45). Modeled servant leadership: was a respected rabbi but he washed disciples’ feet (Jn 13).
He called his disciples to be with Him day by day so that He could teach them by example what it means to be
a servant leader dependent on God. He mentored the disciples so that they could reach the whole empire and
world – the heart of a leader is empowering, not about being on top or in control. The purpose of leadership is
to serve and mentor others so that they can go further. Jesus’ disciples went on to change the world as they
brought the message of the kingdom, because of their imitation of His style of leadership.
Application Questions
1.

Compare your leadership methods with those of Jesus. In what areas are you doing well, and in what areas
do you need to make changes? Be specific.

2.

In what ways can you empower others to go farther than you? Be specific.

3.

Do you love the people that you lead? Ask God for His heart for those people.

4.

Think of three ways that you can serve those in your community this week.

Other Illustration Ideas
• Foot washing application time - serving like Jesus served
• Top down vs. bottom up leadership styles - have one person sit on someone else’s shoulders and ask which is a
leader in the world’s eyes vs. which is a Jesus style leader, or human pyramid
• Top down vs. bottom up poster
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Greeks, !
Romans, and Jews !
prepared the way for
the gospel.
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Pagan leadership
was a problem in
Israel.

Jesus’ disciples continued his
servant leadership.

PETER
Forgiveness and Christian Unity
Life Lesson
The life of Peter demonstrates that the power for the restoration of people and the transformation of communities
lies in Christian humility, love and unity.
Key Bible Stories
1.
2.
3.
4.

Peter denies Jesus three times. (Matthew 26:30-35, 57-75)
Jesus restores Peter. (John 21:1-19)
Peter visits Cornelius. (Acts 10:1-11:18)
Peter Defends Gentile Believers at the Jerusalem Council (Acts
15:1-11)

Lesson Points
1.

2.

3.

Jesus graciously loves and restores Peter who denied him.
a.

Matthew 16:13-20. God reveals to Peter that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus then calls Peter to
a place of leadership in the church.

b.

Matthew 26:30-35, 69-75. Peter declares he is willing
to die with Jesus, but at the trial of Jesus he denies that
he knows Jesus three times. Peter’s failure brought much grief and regret. (Compare Judas’s
regret after betraying Jesus which led to suicide. Matthew 27:3-5.)

c.

John 21:1-19. Jesus takes the initiative to reach out to Peter (Mark 16:5-7). In Galilee, three times
Jesus gently restores Peter to love relationship with Him and calls him again to pastoral ministry.

God reveals to Peter that all believers (Jews or Gentiles) are equally loved and accepted by God.
a.

Acts 10:1-33 Cornelius was a Roman soldier who believed in God but did not follow the religious
practices of the Jews such as circumcision (Acts 10:2, 45) Following Peter’s vision, the Holy Spirit
directed him to visit Cornelius and see him as God did (Acts 10:19-20; 11:12). Jews considered all
Gentiles, non-Jews, as unclean and did not associate or eat with them. (Acts 10:28; 11:2-3).

b.

Acts 10:34-11:18 The Holy Spirit is poured out on the Gentile believers just as it happened to the
Jews at Pentecost. This showed Peter and the Jewish church leaders, that all believers,
regardless of their race, language or gender, were equally loved and accepted by God and had
the same empowering for ministry as they did.

c.

Peter stumbles by showing favoritism to the Jews in Antioch (Galatians 2:11-14)

d.

Peter learns from his mistakes. He defends Gentiles at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-11)

The power of the church for transformation is in its love and unity.
a.

John 17:20-23. Jesus prays for unity for all believers so the world would know Him. The
foundation for unity is common humility, love and purpose/beliefs (i.e. Jesus and missions).

b.

1 Corinthians 12:1-26; 13:1-7. The diversity in the Church reflects the diversity of the Trinity. All
members of Christ’s Body, regardless of their different gifts or ministry, have equal value and
should be honored and loved.
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Head ! Heart ! Hands
[Head] Jesus revealed to Peter personally His mercy, love and acceptance even after he failed Him. Later, God
also taught Peter how he was to love and accept other Gentile believers, like Cornelius, as God accepts and loves
them. [Hands] Peter’s new understanding brought humility and love for God and for others different from himself in
a way God had intended from the beginning. [Hands] God used a restored and humbled Peter to be one of the
main leaders in the early Church, and through whom many were saved. The Spirit used him to lead the way for the
Gospel to be preached also to the Gentiles.

Application Questions
1.

What can we learn from this lesson about how to restore fallen leaders?
a.
b.

Discuss how any failure you have made as a leader has made you feel or discuss how
others have treated you. Do you see yourself as Jesus saw Peter (and Judas)? Have you
forgiven yourself?
Discuss practical ways to lovingly restore others who have failed.

2.

Are there any Christian groups or churches in your community that are looked down upon or treated as
inferior? Why? Are there any cultural or pride issues that cause this?

3.

What are the main issues that cause division among the churches in your community? Discuss practical
ways we can strive for unity among the Body of Christ. (Unity is based on common humility, love,
purpose and beliefs.)

4.

Is there any specific person, leader or group in this seminar or community that God wants to restore
relationship with (bring reconciliation)?

Illustration ideas:
•

Peter (Jew) and Cornelius (Roman) relating in unity – eating together?? Unity (glow?) showing the world
the love of Jesus.

•

Big Application ideas (lesson guide)
•

Time of reconciliation between people. If there is anything between anyone in the seminar, make it right. If
they are not in the seminar, then tell someone in the seminar of the commitment to make things right
today or as soon as possible.

•

Reconciliation between church leaders of various denominations. Have them ask forgiveness for things
spoken out against other churches or where they have actively worked against them. Pray for active steps
for unity.

•

Can be done as a foot washing time or just going to another person in the room. Can be orchestrated
initially by talking to two people or leaders ahead of time and ask them if they would be willing to go first.
YWAM team members should also lead out to wash people’s feet or to pray a blessing on others.

•

Be aware of man-woman cultural taboos.
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PETER
Gentiles were
immoral and
disgusting to the
Jewish people.

Animals !
declared !
clean

ACTS

Peter wrote to the churches and
encouraged them in holiness and unity.
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10:35!

Peter’s leadership helped the church to
grow in unity and God’s power.

PAUL
A Life of Missions
Life Lesson
God has commanded us to disciple all the nations. Paul obeyed God’s call and was led by the Spirit to joyfully and
zealously spread the good news of God’s Kingdom, even through great difficulties.
Key Bible Stories
1.
2.
3.
4.

Paul’s account of his conversion before Agrippa (Acts
26:1-23)
Paul and Barnabas are mistaken for Greek gods at Lystra
(Acts 14: 8-18)
Paul and Silas are beaten and jailed at Philippi (Acts
16:16-34)
The Storm and the Shipwreck (Acts 27:7-44)

Lesson Points
1.

2.

3.

God reveals the truth of Jesus to Paul and calls him to
“proclaim light to Jew and Gentile” (Acts 26:23
a.

Paul’s zeal without truth led him to be an enemy
of Christ. (Acts 26:1-11)

b.

Jesus reveals himself to Paul on the road to
Damascus and sends him to be a witness of what
he saw (Acts 26:1-11)

c.

Paul obeyed God. He traveled and taught both
Jew and Gentile that they should repent, turn to
God, and demonstrate their repentance with how
they lived. (Acts 26:19-23)

Paul encounters misunderstandings and works to correct them with truth and persistence.
a.

Paul and Barnabas arrive at Lystra and heal a crippled man. The people believe them to be their
gods and attempt to sacrifice to them. (Acts 14:8-13)

b.

Paul and Barnabas vigorously correct the people, saying that they were there to preach that idols
and false gods should be discarded for the one true God. (Acts 14:8-13)

Even in great troubles and suffering, Paul trusted and rejoiced in God. The result was opportunity for God
to do great things and save many.
a.

Paul and Silas are beaten and thrown in prison without a trial (Acts 16:16-24)

b.

Paul and Silas pray and worship God in prison. An earthquake breaks them but they do not
leave, giving them opportunity to save the jailer and his family! (Acts 16:25-34)

c.

What we do, we do in love for Christ and others that God may be glorified. In our weakness, God
is shown to be strong. (2 Corinthians 4:6-15)

d.

Paul is taken to Rome as a captive, and during the journey his ship is lost at sea due to a powerful
storm. Paul’s faith and godly example encourages the pagan Roman soldiers, acting as a light to
their conscience (Acts 27:7-44)
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Head ! Heart ! Hands
[Head] Paul trained to learn the Jewish Law under some of the greatest Rabbis of his time. Paul had a powerful
encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, changing his understanding of God and his ways and turning him
from violence against Christians to spreading the message of Jesus as King of all. [Heart] Even during the direst of
circumstances, Paul loved and trusted God and worshipped Him. [Hands] God sent Paul all throughout the
Roman empire, planting new churches, raising up leaders, and writing letters to disciple the churches that we still
use today in the Bible.

Application Questions
1.

Have you seen Missions as a vitally important part of Christian Life? Why or why not?

2.

What are the current mission opportunities in your church, community, nation, or elsewhere? How is God
leading you to be involved?

3.

What have been your mission experiences? Have you encountered difficult times? How have you
handled them?
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PAUL

Stephen’s !
witness

Christians were multiplying

Paul planted many
churches and wrote
much of our New
Testament
©BELT TS2 Storying 1.0

